Statement of Train Baggsgeman Bremnan, who was with Conduotor Twrmer

and Trainmgn Marquis en tralm Neo.ll ex Nelson Octeber 28th,

There was nothing out of the usual eccurred in any way between Nelson
and Farrom that I oould see, I picked up three bundles of Doukhobor bagzaze at
Tunnel and was teld by man who put it in to put the stuff off at Columbia,

We arrived at Farron about on time, I assisted in picking up the cafe
car there in the usual way and did not see anyone other than fellow employees,
After completing switching I signalled for a bdrake test from west of baggage
car and after test was ocompleted I tarned up retainers on the three head end
cars - the cafe, baggage anl express ear and was im bagsage car when we pulled
out sbout 24,668, After we had proeceeded a short distance the conductor came
into the baggage oar, sud right behind him Traimmsn Marquis, There was thenm an
awful explosion, the end door of daggage car was blown in about fifteem feet
and braken glass was flying, I got out of baggage ear through the side door
and then got up into coach to clear debris away in order to assist pecple that
might be undermeath, After assisting people at the west end of the ceach I got
off onte the ground on sauth side snd gssisted a man ocuththrough a window about
three or ‘our seats fram the rear end of the coach, I them crossed over to the
north side of oar and helped a man out threngh the window there. I coatimmed
searching for other injured people, Immediately after the explesion the car
sppeared teo burst imto flame about the cemtre, the sldes also being bulged out,
I worked around with other members of the orew umtil all the injured were taken
care of and on the way to Nelson,and shortly after we proceeded to Midway with
balanes of our traim. At the moment of the acoident it oecurred to me that
perhaps the gas tanks under the day coach had im some way contributed to the
oxplesion and I sook the epportunity of speoially exemining the tanks before
the Wrning car was out off from the sleeper, and the tanks were then im posisioen

and intest, though the comnestions had been brokem by force of the explosion ami
the gas escaped,

7 1 / 7,
Nelson, 30th October, 1924. M





